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IN TOUCH WITH FRIENDS AND FAMILY

Reflections from Sr. Pastor

The past several months has been trying for many, to say
the least. Each day we wake up to what seems like ex-
tremely uncertain times. The sad spectre of a parent
struggling to pay their child’s school fees, or a family try-
ing to pay off hospital bills, or the elderly wondering what
expense to forego to meet other urgent ones, or children
trying to survive the tragedy of abuse in their own homes.
As though this was not enough, the daily news screams
out its share of depressing tragedies — whether it is the
pandemic continuing to take its toll, or the degradation of
the environment continuing to wreak havoc all over the
globe, or the sad plight of so many refugees created by
endless conflicts in every corner of the world - is enough
to knock the wind out of our sails.

As Christians we often try to find answers to these predic-
aments and wonder what the Bible has to say in such situ-

ations. Undoubtedly it is hard to find convincing answers B

to the sheer scale of the problem. Theologian N. T. Wright
provides an interesting insight to this, “Rationalists

(including Christian rationalists) want explanations; Ro- B

mantics (including Christian romantics) want to be given a
sigh of relief. But perhaps what we need more than either
is to recover the biblical tradition of lament. Lament is
what happens when people ask, “Why?” and don’t get an
answer.” (Christianity Offers No Answers About the Coro-
navirus. It's Not Supposed To, TIME, MARCH 29, 2020).

Wright'’s reflection reminds me of Christ’s teaching in the
familiar sermon on the mount, “Blessed are those who
mourn, for they will be comforted” (Matt 5:4). In the face
of such inexplicable tragedies, we can do nothing more
than mourn and lament. Thankfully, Jesus did not stop
with the inevitable mourning that comes in this predica-
ment. He went on to say emphatically that “they will be
comforted.” Yes, he did not provide a neat explanation
that answers the predicament, but gave us what is much
more needed - a solution to it and the resultant comfort
that will ensue.

In your lament/mourning may you be led to remain hope-
ful to the ultimate solution to the problem that Jesus
promised. In your prayers, may you find strength as you
say with urgency and conviction: “Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”

Daniel Zachariah
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