ROLE OF
PROPHETS TODAY

Ephesians 4
•

11 So

Christ himself gave the
apostles, the prophets, the
evangelists, the pastors and
teachers, 12 to equip his people for
works of service, so that the body of
Christ may be built up ...

Romans 12
•

5 so

in Christ we, though many, form one
body, and each member belongs to all the
others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the
grace given to each of us. If your gift is
prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with
your[a] faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is
teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then
give encouragement; if it is giving, then give
generously; if it is to lead,[b] do it diligently; if it is
to show mercy, do it cheerfully.

SIGN GIFTS
• Two views
• Cessationists (discontinuity)
• Non-Cessationists (continuity)

What is our view?
•
•
•
•

Neither
There is some discontinuity
There is also some continuity
God is soverign – how God chooses to operate
with humanity is His prerogative

Hebrews 1
• 1 In the past God spoke to our ancestors
through the prophets at many times and in
various ways, 2 but in these last days he has
spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed
heir of all things, and through whom also he
made the universe.

2 Timothy 3
•

14 But

as for you, continue in what you have
learned and have become convinced of, because
you know those from whom you learned it, 15 and
how from infancy you have known the Holy
Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All
Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, 17 so that the servant of
God[a] may be thoroughly equipped for every
good work.

About Prophets and
knowing God’s Will
• Function of prophet not essentially for
personal reasons (Old or New Testament)
• God has chosen to respect individual choice
• Predicting future can be of occult sources

Acts 16
•

16 Once

when we were going to the place of
prayer, we were met by a female slave who had a
spirit by which she predicted the future. She
earned a great deal of money for her owners by
fortune-telling. 17 She followed Paul and the rest
of us, shouting, “These men are servants of the
Most High God, who are telling you the way to be
saved.” 18 She kept this up for many days. Finally
Paul became so annoyed that he turned around
and said to the spirit, “In the name of Jesus Christ
I command you to come out of her!” At that
moment the spirit left her.

1 Corinthians 13
• 8 Love never fails. But where there are
prophecies, they will cease; where there are
tongues, they will be stilled; where there is
knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know
in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when
completeness comes,what is in part
disappears.

