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PRAYER REQUESTS 

 For the good 
health of : 

 Mr. Nirale in 
Yavatmal 

 Mr. Bertand in 
Mumbai 

 Jessica Phillips 
joining 
Proffessional 
Engineering 
course in Vellore . 

 James P. Ranjan 
plans to sell his 
house in 
Secunderabad. 

 WCG -
restructuring will 
go through 

 Grace Communion Serves   
Faust High School   

 
With the exposition of Proverbs 22:6 Pastor Dan helped fifty 
teachers from Faust School to understand that education is not 
only for children to know social studies and math, but to also 
teach them the art of living. Teaching is not just class room 
instructions but also by example and how the teacher treats each 
child.  In addition to the intellectual, children also need emotional, 
moral & spiritual stimulation.   

Devotional:                                     
What’s in Your Backpack? 

 
Our trip to a conference in October lasted 20 hours with several 
stopovers. Upon arrival, we were in a rush to get through the airport. 
As we hurriedly emptied our pockets and removed our bags for 
security, my backpack passed through the X-ray machine but 
something was detected so it was stopped and brought back. The 
staff motioned for me to bring it over for inspection and asked me, 
“What’s in your backpack?” As it turned out, it was an unsuspecting 
stapler that caused the delay. 
 
With life often compared to a journey, it would be good to regularly 
evaluate what we carry with us. What is in our “backpack” says 
something about our values, priorities, and aspirations. There may be 
things that should be there but aren’t. At times, we may be carrying 
things that are nice to have, but not really necessary. We may also be 
unsuspectingly taking along things that delay us by distracting us or 
weighing us down. 

 
“Therefore since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us…” (Heb 12:1).   
 
We can be weighed down by physical baggage, in terms of too much 
dependence on people or material things. It can be emotional baggage – 
like resentment, discontent, envy, and insecurity. It could be spiritual 
baggage – like guilt, legalism, self-righteousness, or sinful habits we 
refuse to confront. Sometimes these are clearly evident to us.  
 
Allow God to search our heart and detect what does not belong there. 
What are the things we should not leave and live without? In this 
journey, let us make room for what matters – the joy of salvation, hope 
for the kingdom, boldness for the gospel, and passion for God and for 
the people he has called us to love.   ( By Eugene Guzon) 

MONTHLY UPDATE 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

 Ministry Team 
meeting in Pune 
and worship for 

members in 
Pune/Mumbai       

region July 6-7 

 Communion 
service in 

Hyderabad July 
14    

 Ministry Team 
Leaders and 

Board members 
meeting  in 

Hyderabad July 
20  

BIRTHDAYS IN  JULY 

 Mrs. Nancy Phillips  

      on 15th 

 Jessica Phillips  

      on 25th 

 Amy on 29th 

 Mrs. Moni on 30th 

 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

 Anand & Moni on 13th 

ADD TO YOUR FAITH           

THANKFULNESS  

 
Being thankful is endemic to 
humans, a unique process that 
inspires happiness, peacefulness 
and contentment.  Being thankful 
is a way to enjoy God’s presence. 
Christian parents must instil the 
quality of thanksgiving in their 

children.   Thankfulness is an enduring quality of good soldiers of 
Christ. Be audacious in thanksgiving. May it be prominent in the 
mosaic of your life.  

FATHER’S DAY 
REMEMERED 

 
GCC dedicated part of the Sunday 
service to the fathers June 23.   
Mrs. Madhu, member in Hyderabad 
congregation, shared her childhood 
experiences emphasizing the 
rapport and deep bond between a 

child and a father .  She recollected fond memories of her father and 
the guidance that she was given by him.  Special hymns were 
rendered by the church brethren to the melodious live music scored 
by musicians Xavier and Mario. A surprise sprung up when from 
nowhere the little ones of the church gathered to greet the fathers in 
a rapture and in unison to the intense pleasure of the fathers present. 
 

 

TEAM LEADERS MEET IN CHENNAI  

Pastor Dan and Mary visited our congregation in Chennai on June 9.  

They attended worship services which was held in Mr. & Mrs. 

Mathai’s home, who are long time members of the church.  Sixteen 

people attended.  Dan took a two hour session for team leaders in 

preparation for the team based ministry plans.   
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GROWING IN GRACE 

As Christians, our most basic religious 
belief is that God exists. By the capitalized 
word “God,” we mean the God described in 
the Bible: a good and powerful spirit being 
who created all things, who cares about us, 
who cares about what we do, who is 
involved in our lives, and who offers us an 
eternity with his goodness. 

Humans cannot understand God in totality, 
but we have been given a solid beginning 
point for understanding who God is and 
what God is doing in our lives. Let’s focus 
on the qualities of God that a new believer, 
for example, might find most helpful. 

God’s existence 

Many people, even long-time believers, 
want proof of God’s existence. But there is 
no way to “prove” God’s existence so that 
everyone is convinced. It is probably better 
to talk in terms of evidence, rather than 
proof. The evidence gives us confidence 
that God exists and is the sort of being the 
Bible describes. God “has not left himself 
without testimony,” Paul told the pagans 
(Acts 14:17). Well then, what is the 
evidence? 

Creation. Psalm 19:1 tells us, “The 
heavens declare the glory of God.” Romans 
1:20 tells us, “Since the creation of the 
world God’s invisible qualities – his eternal 
power and divine nature – have been 
clearly seen, being understood from what 
has been made.” Creation itself tells us 
something about God. It is reasonable for 
us to believe that something caused the 
earth, sun and stars to be the way they are. 
Scientists say the universe began with a 
big bang, and it is reasonable for us to 
believe that something caused the bang. 
We believe it was caused by God. 

Design. Creation shows signs of order, of 
laws of physics. If various properties of 
matter were different, then earth would not 
exist, or humans could not exist. If the size 
or orbit of earth were different, then 
conditions on this planet would not permit 
human life. Some people believe that this is 
a cosmic accident; others believe that the 
more reasonable explanation is that the 
solar system was designed by an intelligent 
Creator. 

Life. Life is based on incredibly complex 
chemicals and reactions. Some people 
believe that life had an intelligent cause; 
others believe that it happened by chance. 
Some have faith that scientists will 
eventually demonstrate a non-god origin for 
life. But for many people, the existence of 
life is evidence of a Creator God. 

Humans. Humans are self-conscious 
creatures who explore the universe, who 
ponder the meaning of life, who seek 
significance. Physical hunger suggests the 
existence of food; thirst suggests that there 
is something that can quench our thirst. 
Does our intellectual yearning for purpose 
suggest that there is in fact a meaning to 
be found? Many people claim to have 
found meaning in relationship with God. 

Morality. Is right and wrong a matter of 
opinion, of majority rule, or is there some 
supra-human authority that defines good 
and evil? If there is no God, then humans 
have no basis for calling anything evil, no 
reason to condemn racism, genocide, 
torture or anything else. The existence of 
evil is, ironically, evidence of God. If there 
is no God, then there is no basis for 
authority except power. It is reasonable to 
believe in God. 

 

WHO IS GOD 

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Acts%2014.17
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Ps%2019.1
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Rom%201.20
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Rom%201.20
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God’s greatness. What sort of being is God? 
Bigger than we can imagine! If he created the 
universe, then he is bigger than the universe – and 
not limited by time, space or energy, for he existed 
before time, space, matter and energy did. 

2 Timothy 1:9 mentions something God did “before 
the beginning of time.” Time had a beginning, and 
God existed before that. He has a timeless 
existence that cannot be measured by years. He is 
eternal, of infinite age. Mathematics is too limited to 
describe God’s existence. 

Since God created matter, he existed before 
matter, and he is not made of matter. He is spirit – 
but he is not “made of spirit.” God is not made at 
all; he simply is; he exists as spirit. He defines 
existence – he defines both spirit and matter. 

God existed before matter did, and the dimensions 
and properties of matter do not apply to him. He 
cannot be measured in miles or kilowatts. Solomon 
said that even the highest heavens could not 
contain God (1 Kings 8:27). He fills heaven and 
earth (Jeremiah 23:23); he is everywhere, or 
omnipresent. There is no place in the universe 
where he does not exist. 

How powerful is God? If God can cause a big 
bang, design solar systems, create the codes in 
DNA and manage all these levels of power, then he 
must be unlimited in power, or omnipotent. “With 
God all things are possible,” Luke 1:37 tells us. 
God can do whatever he wants to do. 

God’s creativity demonstrates an intelligence 
greater than we can understand. He controls the 
universe, and is the cause of its continued 
existence     

 

(Hebrews 1:3). He must know what is happening 
throughout the universe; he is unlimited in 
intelligence – he is omniscient. He knows whatever 
he wants to know. 

God defines right and wrong, and he has the power 
and desire to always do right. “God cannot be 
tempted with evil” (James 1:13). He is consistently 
and perfectly righteous (Psalm 11:7). His standards 
are right, his decisions are right, and he judges the 
world in righteousness, for he is, in his very nature, 
good and right. 

In all these ways, God is so different from us that 
we have special words that we use only for God. 
Only God is omniscient, omnipresent, omnipotent, 
eternal. We are matter; he is spirit. We are mortal; 
he is eternal. This great difference between us and 
God, this otherness, is called his transcendence. It 
means that he transcends us, is beyond us, is not 
like us. 

Other ancient cultures believed in gods and 
goddesses who fought with one another, who acted 
selfishly, who could not be trusted. But the Bible 
reveals a God who is in complete control, who 
needs nothing from anyone, who therefore acts 
only to help others. He is perfectly consistent, his 
behaviour is perfectly righteous and completely 
trustworthy. When the Bible says that God is holy, 
it means that he is morally perfect. 

This makes life much simpler. People do not have 
to try to please 20 different gods; there is only one. 
The Creator of all is the Ruler of all, and he will be 
the Judge of all. Our past, our present and our 
future are all determined by the one God, the All-
knowing, All-powerful, Eternal One. 

                                                Michael Morrison                                                                
         

        ( To be Continued….. ) 
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